
   TOWNSHIP OF MORRIS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

DECEMBER 30, 2009 – 8:30 A.M. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER (ATTENDANCE NOTED)    (MAYOR) 
 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE               (MAYOR) 
 
 
 
PRESIDING OFFICER’S STATEMENT RE: OPMA    (MAYOR)     
 
 
 
ORDINANCE FOR  PUBLIC HEARING, FINAL CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION 
 
ORDINANCE #31-09 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF MORRIS ENTITLED 'PUBLIC CONTRACTING' 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
228-09 IN RECOGNITION AND CONGRATULATIONS - EAGLE SCOUT ALEXANDER WILLIAM MURRAY. 
 
229-09 AUTHORIZING THE CONDUCTING OF A "CLOSED MEETING" AS DEFINED IN THE OPEN  
            PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT CONCERNING "LEGAL AND PERSONNEL MATTERS". 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT - NEXT TO  CONVENE AT THE 7:00 P.M. ORGANIZATION MEETING ON 
JANUARY 6, 2010  IN THE MUNICIPAL  BUILDING, 50 WOODLAND AVENUE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“TOWNSHIP OF MORRIS” 
MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

ORDINANCE NO. 31-09 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MORRIS, ENTITLED “PUBLIC 
CONTRACTING"  

PUBLIC CONTRACTING ORDINANCE 
 
BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Morris, they being the 
governing body thereof, as follows: 
SECTION ONE:  
Intent and Purpose 

Pursuant to P.L.2005, c.271, a municipality is authorized to adopt by ordinance measures limiting the 
awarding of public contracts to business entities that have made political contributions and limiting the 
contributions that the holders of a contract can make during the term of a contract and in the interest of 
good government, the Governing Body desires to establish a policy that will avoid the perception of 
improper influence in local elections. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Morris, in the 
County of Morris, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Prohibition on Awarding Public Contracts to Certain Contributors 
(a) To the extent that it is not inconsistent with state or federal law, the Township of Morris and any of its 

purchasing agents or departments or instrumentalities of the municipality thereof, as the case may 
be, shall not enter into any agreement or otherwise contract to procure services from any 
professional business entity, including those awarded pursuant to any process including a fair and 
open process, if such professional business entity has solicited or made any contribution of money, 
or pledge of a contribution, including in-kind contributions, to (i) a campaign committee of any 
municipal candidate or holder of public office having ultimate responsibility for the award of a 
contract, or (ii) to any Township of Morris or Morris County party committee, or (iii) to any political 
action committee (PAC) that regularly engages in the support of municipal or county elections and/or 
municipal or county parties, in excess of the thresholds specified in subsection (d) within one 
calendar year immediately preceding the date of the contract or agreement. 

(b) No professional business entity or vendor who submits a proposal for, enters into negotiations for, or 
agrees to any contract or agreement (including non-emergency contracts awarded by 40A:11 et seq 
or the “Fair and Open” Process pursuant to 19:44A-20 et seq) with the Municipality or any 
departments thereof, for the rendition of professional services, or goods and services, as the case 
may be, shall knowingly solicit or make any contribution of money, pledge of contribution, including 
in-kind contributions, to: (i) any municipal candidate or holder of public office having ultimate 
responsibility for the award of a contract, or (ii) to any Township of Morris or Morris County party 
committee, or (iii) to any PAC that regularly engages in the support of municipal or county elections 
and/or municipal or county parties, between the time of first communication between that 
professional business entity or vendor and the municipality regarding a specific professional services 
agreement or goods and services agreement, as the case may be, and the later of the termination of 
negotiations or rejection of any proposal, or the completion of the contract or agreement. 

(c) For purposes of this ordinance, a "professional business entity'' and a "vendor'' seeking a public 
contract mean an individual including the individual's spouse, if any, and any child living at home; 
person; firm; corporation; professional corporation; partnership; organization; or association. The 
definition of a business entity and vendor includes all principals who own 10% or more of the equity 
in the corporation or business trust, partners, and officers [in the aggregate] employed by the entity or 
vendor, as well as any subsidiaries directly controlled by the business entity or vendor. 

(d) Any individual meeting the definition of "professional business entity'' or "vendor'' under this section 
may annually contribute a maximum of $300 each for any purpose to any candidate, for governing 
body, or $300 to the Township of Morris party or $500 to the Morris County party committee or to a 
PAC referenced in this ordinance, without violating subsection (a) of this section. However, any group 



of individuals meeting the definition of "professional business entity'' or "vendor'' under this section, 
including such principals, partners, and officers of the entity or vendor in the aggregate, may not 
annually contribute for any purpose in excess of $2,500 to all Township of Morris candidates and 
officeholders with ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract, and all Township of Morris or 
Morris County political parties and PACs referenced in this ordinance combined, without violating 
subsection (a) of this section. 

(e) For purposes of this section, the office that is considered to have ultimate responsibility for the award 
of the contract shall be: 

(1) The Township of Morris Governing body, if the contract requires approval or appropriation from 
the Governing body. 

(2) The Mayor of the Township of Morris, if the contract requires approval of the Mayor, or if a public 
officer who is responsible for the award of a contract is appointed by the Mayor. 

Contributions Made Prior to the Effective Date 
No contribution of money or any other thing of value, including in-kind contributions, made by a 
professional business entity or vendor to any Township of Morris candidate for Governing Body, or 
Township of Morris or Morris County party committee or PAC referenced in this ordinance shall be 
deemed a violation of this ordinance, nor shall an agreement for property, goods, or services, of any kind 
whatsoever, be disqualified thereby, if that contribution was made by the professional business entity or 
vendor prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

Contribution Statement by Professional Business Entity 
(a) Prior to awarding any contract or agreement to procure services with any professional business entity 

and any contract or agreement to procure goods and services from a vendor, the Township of Morris 
or its purchasing agents and departments, as the case may be, shall receive a sworn statement from 
the professional business entity or vendor, made under penalty of perjury, that the bidder or offeror 
has not made a contribution in violation of Section 1 of this ordinance.  

(b) The professional business entity and vendor shall have a continuing duty to report any violations of 
this ordinance that may occur during the negotiation, proposal process or duration of a contract. The 
certification required under this subsection shall be made prior to entry into the contract or agreement 
with the Township of Morris, or prior to the provision of services or goods, as the case may be, and 
shall be in addition to any other certifications that may be required by any other provision of law. 

Return of Excess Contributions 
A professional business entity, vendor, or municipal candidate or officeholder, or Township of Morris or 
Morris County party committee or PAC referenced in this ordinance, may cure a violation of Section 1 of 
this Ordinance, if, within 30 days after the general election, the professional business entity or vendor 
notifies the municipality in writing and seeks and receives reimbursement of the contribution from the 
relevant municipal candidate or officeholder, Township of Morris or Morris County political party or PAC 
referenced in this ordinance.  

Exemptions 
(a) The contribution limitations prior to entering into a contract in Section 1(a) do not apply to contracts 

which are required by law to be awarded to the lowest bidder. 
Penalty 
(a) It shall be a breach of the terms of the Township of Morris professional service agreement or 

agreement for goods or services for a business entity to: (i) make or solicit a contribution in violation 
of this ordinance; (ii) knowingly conceal or misrepresent a contribution given or received; (iii) make or 
solicit contributions through intermediaries for the purpose of concealing or misrepresenting the 
source of the contribution; (iv) make or solicit any contribution on the condition or with the agreement 
that it will be contributed to a campaign committee of any candidate or holder of the public office of 
Township of Morris; (v) engage or employ a lobbyist or consultant with the intent or understanding 
that such lobbyist or consultant would make or solicit any contribution, which if made or solicited by 
the business entity itself, would subject that entity to the restrictions of this ordinance; (vi) fund 
contributions made by third parties, including consultants, attorneys, family members, and 
employees; (vii) engage in any exchange of contributions to circumvent the intent of this ordinance; 



or (viii) directly or indirectly, through or by any other person or means, do any act which would 
subject that entity to the restrictions of this ordinance. 

(b) Furthermore, any professional business entity who violates (a) ii-viii shall be disqualified from 
eligibility for future Township of Morris contracts for a period of four calendar years from the date of 
the violation. 

Severability  
(a) If any provision of this Ordinance, or the application of any such provision to any person or 

circumstances, shall be held invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance to the extent it can be given 
effect, or the application of such provision to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is 
held invalid shall not be affected thereby, and to this extent the provisions of this Ordinance are 
severable. 

 
SECTION TWO   
 
If any provision of this ordinance is declared to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, this 
declaration shall not affect the remainder of the ordinance.  
 
SECTION THREE   
 
All ordinances of the Township of Morris which are inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.   
 
SECTION FOUR   
 
This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as provided by law. 

 



 
TOWNSHIP OF MORRIS 

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 228-09 
 

IN RECOGNITION AND OF CONGRATULATIONS 
 

WHEREAS, ALEXANDER WILLIAM MURRAY of Morris Township, has achieved the 
distinguished status of EAGLE SCOUT in Troop 228, Patriots’ Path Council, and 
 
WHEREAS, Alex has worked diligently during his scouting years to complete his required 
badge work, and 
 
WHEREAS, Alex, as Senior Patrol Leader, led his scout troop to honor status at summer 
camp for three consecutive terms, and 
   
WHEREAS,  Alex’s Eagle Scout project consisted of his overseeing his troop to design, 
construct and implement the installation of new bird houses at Foote’s pond, and  
 
WHEREAS, Alex holds the distinction as the only student of his graduating class from 
Morristown High School having perfect attendance the entire four years, and 
 
WHEREAS, Alex is a credit to his family, Troop 228 and the entire community. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Members of the 
Township Committee, on behalf of the citizens of the municipality, by individual hand and 
seal, recognize and extend congratulations and best wishes to  
 
 

TÄxåtÇwxÜ j|ÄÄ|tÅ `âÜÜtç                            

                              
 
        
_____________________                     ______________________ 
   Jeffrey R. Grayzel                                Ronald M. Goldberg 
MEMBER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE                    MEMBER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

 
           

  
____________________                 _______________________   
       Daniel W. Caffrey                     Raymond L. Snyder 
MEMBER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE                        MEMBER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  
    
 
            _____________________________ 
           H. Scott Rosenbush, Mayor 
 
December 30, 2009 



 


